
Regional Council (RC)  
List of Public Comments 

Received before 5pm on Wednesday, November 4, 2026 
 

 Date Sender Name Organization Subject Matter 

Agenda Item 1 – Regional Housing Needs Determination for the SCAG Region 
1.  2026-10-30 Elizabeth Hansburg People for Housing  OC People for Housing Orange County (P4H) asks you to vote no on 

Agenda Item No. 1 and accept the housing need HCD assigned to 
our region on October 15, 2026: 1,359,750 homes 

2. 2026-11-02 Alicia Velasco City of Cypress The City of Cypress supports SCAG staff’s and the RHNA 
Subcommittee’s recommendation to appeal the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development’s (HCD) 
Regional Housing Needs Determination (RHND). 

3. 2026-11-02 Rick Cline   Shared a briefing package containing details regarding two 
alternative concepts (broached earlier) that we strongly believe 
should be included in the formal objection filing to HCD. 

4. 2026-11-04 Philip Taylor SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

5. 2026-11-04 Noah Schechter SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

6. 2026-11-04 Paul Moorman SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

7. 2026-11-04 Chalmers Hamill SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

8. 2026-11-04 Sean Youssefi SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

9. 2026-11-04 Sydney OToole SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 



Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

10. 2026-11-04 Courtey Miles  SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

11. 2026-11-04 Emily Nine SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

12. 2026-11-04 James Fujita SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

13. 2026-11-04 Brett Hollenbeck  SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

14. 2026-11-04 Aaron Doll SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

15. 2026-11-04 Elizabeth Greenwood SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

16. 2026-11-04 Joshua Ray  SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

17. 2026-11-04 Allison Mannos SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

18. 2026-11-04 Jonathan Manni SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 



19. 2026-11-04 Ibrahim al-Jaylat SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

20. 2026-11-04 Angela Vanthaneeyakul SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

21. 2026-11-04 Jess Peterson SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

22. 2026-11-04 Rhian Chavez SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

23. 2026-11-04 Sam Shapiro-Kline SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

24. 2026-11-04 Patrick Lawler SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

25. 2026-11-04 Jesse Zwick SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

26. 2026-11-04 Victoria Gomez SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

27. 2026-11-04 Mark Edwards SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

28. 2026-11-04 Eddie Isaacs SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 



Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

29. 2026-11-04 Marie Kennedy SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

30. 2026-11-04 Tami Kagan-Abrams SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

31.  2026-11-04 Leif Allmeroth SoCal Resident Urging SCAG to accept the 7th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND) for the region issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
to reject staff’s recommendation to object to the number. 

31. 2026-11-04 Henry Fung  I oppose the staff recommendation to appeal the HCD regional 
housing needs determination. 
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Honorable Ray Marquez, President  
Regional Council 
Southern California Association of Governments 
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700, Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Via email: ePublicComment@scag.ca.gov 

Cc: regionalhousingneeds@hcd.ca.gov  

October 30, 2026 

Re: Agenda Item No. 1, Regional Housing Needs Determination for the SCAG Region (Regional Council 
Meeting No. 686, November 5, 2026): Oppose 

Dear President Marquez and Members of the Regional Council: 

People for Housing Orange County (P4H) asks you to vote no on Agenda Item No. 1 and accept the housing 
need HCD assigned to our region on October 15, 2026: 1,359,750 homes. 

The recommended action would object and lower that number to 1,081,926 homes, a cut of 277,824. Staff's 
own report calls HCD's work clear, high quality, and data driven. We ask you to keep the full number, for four 
reasons. 

1. A smaller pie means smaller slices for everyone. 

Staff describes its alternative as counting cost burden only for lower-income households. That sounds like it 
protects lower-income families. It may not. 

Think of the region's housing need as a pie. HCD first decides how big the pie is. Then it cuts the pie into 
income slices using the same percentages every time. Today, 57 percent of the pie goes to lower-income 
households. 

The recommended action makes the pie smaller. If HCD slices the smaller pie the same way, the 
lower-income slice shrinks too, by about 157,000 homes. The staff report does not say how the smaller pie 
would be sliced. Please get a clear answer before you vote. 

2. Public money can only pay for a small slice. 

At your October 1 meeting, several of you raised the gap between what RHNA plans for and what actually 
gets built, and the need for money to close it. We agree. 
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HCD's numbers call for 770,013 lower-income homes in our region. The main source of money for these 
homes is the state's tax credit program. In 2025, a record year, it funded 28,429 lower-income homes for the 
entire state (CTCAC 2025 Annual Report). Even if every one of those homes were built in our region for eight 
straight years, that would cover less than 30 percent of our lower-income need. 

The gap funding that makes these projects work is even harder to get. In 2025, 135 projects asked for $1.36 
billion in state tax credits. Only 43 received funding, totaling $503 million. 

So where do the rest of the affordable homes come from? Many come with market-rate homes. Under State 
Density Bonus Law, a builder who reserves 15 percent of a project for very low-income families can build 50 
percent more homes. Those affordable homes cost taxpayers nothing, and they count toward a city's 
lower-income RHNA. Fewer market-rate homes means fewer of these affordable homes. 

3. A bigger number scales the rules that get homes built. 

RHNA does not build homes, but its numbers turn on state laws that keep housing sites open and projects 
moving: 

●​ No Net Loss. A city cannot downzone a housing site without finding a replacement if it still needs the 
zoned capacity. 

●​ Housing Accountability Act. A city cannot deny an affordable project by saying it already met its goal 
when it has not. 

●​ SB 35 and SB 423. Cities that fall behind must give faster, simpler approvals to projects with 
affordable homes. This applies when cities fall behind on market-rate homes too: then projects with at 
least 10 percent affordable homes qualify. 

A smaller RHND means smaller RHNA numbers for each city, which makes it easier for cities to appear “on 
track” and reduces the efficacy of these protections. 

4. State law counts every income level, and HCD has already said no to dropping 
moderate and above-moderate households. 

State law tells HCD to count cost burden for very low, low, moderate, and above moderate-income 
households (Gov. Code 65584.01(b)(1)(H)). HCD did exactly that. The recommended alternative drops two of 
those four groups. 

Those households matter. They are teachers, nurses, and young families who earn too much for affordable 
housing but still pay too much in rent. When they cannot find homes, they compete for older, cheaper 
apartments and push lower-income renters out. 

 

 

Fighting for a future of abundant housing in Orange County. 
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During consultation this fall, HCD reviewed SCAG's lower-income-only approach, replicated the math, and 
chose not to adopt it. 

SCAG objected to HCD's numbers last cycle. HCD did not change its approach and called the RHNA a 
minimum, not a maximum (HCD letter, October 15, 2019). Another objection is likely to end the same way. 

Our request 

Please vote no on Agenda Item No. 1. If the Council does object, first ask staff how the smaller pie would be 
sliced, and keep moderate and above-moderate households in the count. 

Public money alone will not build the homes our region needs. A full RHND keeps every other tool in place. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Hansburg 

Cofounder and Director 

Sources 

●​ SCAG Regional Council agenda packet, November 5, 2026, Agenda Item No. 1, staff report, HCD 
determination letter, RHND workbook, and October 1, 2026 minutes 

●​ California Tax Credit Allocation Committee, 2025 Annual Report, pages 8, 18, 23 to 26 
●​ HCD response to SCAG's 6th cycle objection, October 15, 2019 
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November 2, 2026 
 
Southern California Association of Governments 
Attn: Regional Council and the Community Economic and Human Development Committee  
Sent via Email: ePublicComment@scag.ca.gov  
 
Re: Support for Appeal of HCD’s 7th Cycle Regional Housing Need Determination 
 
Dear Regional Council and CEHD Committee; 
 
The City of Cypress supports SCAG staff’s and the RHNA Subcommittee’s recommendation to appeal the 
California Department of Housing and Community Development’s (HCD) Regional Housing Needs 
Determination (RHND).  
 
The Subcommittee recommended Option 1, which would limit the cost-burden adjustment to lower-income 
households. We respectfully urge the Regional Council to pursue staff’s Option 2, which would remove the 
adjustment entirely and result in a regional determination of 855,123 units. The staff report explains that HCD’s 
504,627-unit adjustment is not based on an economic analysis or model showing how many additional homes 
would reduce cost burden by a measurable amount. More housing may help affordability, but the report also 
recognizes that the relationship is not one-to-one. Without that analysis, the adjustment does not establish a 
transparent, supported connection between the identified cost burden and the number of units added to the 
RHND. 
 
More broadly, HCD’s choices among available assumptions, such as the vacancy adjustment and population 
projections, repeatedly increased the region’s housing need. The rationale for those choices, and how the added 
units address that need, is unclear. The resulting RHND risks penalizing cities that have made good-faith efforts 
to plan for and produce housing by requiring them to identify still more sites and zoning capacity. This further 
erodes local control and places added pressure on commercial properties, which provide jobs and generate the 
economic activity that sustains our communities - even as HCD seeks to locate housing near employment. 
 
The City urges the Regional Council to select Option 2. If the Council proceeds with Option 1, Cypress still 
supports filing the objection rather than accepting HCD’s determination without challenge. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Leo Medrano  
Mayor  
City of Cypress 
 
C: Kevin Kane, Planning Supervisor, kane@scag.ca.gov  
Ma’Ayn Johnson, Manager, SCAG, johnson@scag.ca.gov 
Kome Ajise, Executive Director, SCAG, ajise@scag.ca.gov   
Maggie Aguilar, Clerk of the Board aguilarm@scag.ca.gov 
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