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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In accordance with Section 15123 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines,! this
section of the Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) provides an overview of Connect SoCal
(“Connect SoCal”; “Plan”), its potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures, and a summary
of the alternatives to the proposed project evaluated in this PEIR. The summary is also required to
identify areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies and the

public, and issues to be resolved.

Connect SoCal is a long-range comprehensive plan for the region’s multi-modal transportation system.
Preparing the Plan is one of SCAG’s primary statutory responsibilities under federal and state law. A
regional transportation plan (RTP) is the mechanism used in California by both Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs) and Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPA) to conduct long-range (at
least 20-year) planning in their regions. SCAG must adopt an RTP and update it every four years, or more
frequently, if the region is to receive federal and state transportation dollars for public transit,

streets/roads, and bicycle and pedestrian improvements.

In 2008, California enacted the Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act, also known as
Senate Bill 375 (Stats. 2012, Ch. 728) (SB 375), which requires MPOs to include a Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS) element as part of their RTP updates, with the purpose of identifying policies and
strategies to reduce per capita passenger vehicle-generated GHG emissions. The SCS is required to
identify the general location of land uses, residential densities, and building intensities within the region;
identify areas within the region sufficient to house all the population of the region; identify areas within
the region sufficient to house an eight-year projection of the regional housing need; identify a
transportation network to service the regional transportation needs; gather and consider the best
practically available scientific information regarding resources areas and farmland in the region; consider
the state housing goals; set forth a forecasted development pattern for the region; and allow the regional
transportation plan to comply with the federal Clean Air Act (CAA) of 1970 (42 USC. § 7401 et seq.) (Gov.
Code, § 65080, subd. (b)(F)(2)(B)), of which, when integrated with the transportation network, and other
transportation measures and policies will reduce the GHG from automobiles and light duty trucks to
achieve, if there is a reasonable way to do so, the GHG emission reduction targets approved by the
California Air Resources Board (ARB). If the SCS does not achieve the GHG emission targets set by ARB,
an Alternative Planning Strategy (APS) must be developed to demonstrate how the targets could be

achieved.

1 state CEQA Guidelines, Section 15123.
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Executive Summary

In 2012, SCAG adopted its first combined Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy (RTP/SCS), a long-range plan for transportation in the region that links air quality, land use, and
transportation needs. The RTP/SCS was last updated in 2016. The Plan updates the growth forecast, land
use assumptions, and transportation investments that served as the foundation of both the 2012 and 2016

plans.

The Plan includes a growth forecast with population, household and employment growth anticipated to
occur in the SCAG region by 2045; a transportation network including a list of transportation projects in
the region; and a forecasted development pattern with land use and transportation strategies that the
region could pursue over the Plan horizon. The Plan was developed to achieve targets for greenhouse

(GHG) emissions reductions, consistent with SB 375 and other regional goals.

The Plan further identifies the purpose and goals, tracks trends and evaluates project performance,
details financial assumptions and expenditures, and profiles key transportation investments. Please see
the Draft Connect SoCal Plan and supplementary technical reports for full details, or visit SCAG's

Connect SoCal Website located at: https://www.connectsocal.org/Pages/default.aspx

ES.1 BACKGROUND AND PROJECT OVERVIEW

ES.1.1 SCAG Role and Responsibilities

SCAG is one of 18 MPOs in the State of California and is comprised of the following counties: Los
Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino, Orange, Imperial and Ventura. To the north of the SCAG region are
the counties of Kern and Inyo; to the east are the States of Nevada and Arizona; to the south is the County
of San Diego as well as the U.S.-Mexico border; and to the west is the Pacific Ocean. The SCAG region
also consists of 15 subregional entities that have been recognized by the Regional Council, SCAG’s
governing body, as partners in the regional policy planning process. There are 16 federally recognized

tribal sovereign nations located within the SCAG region.

In addition to the federal designation as an MPO, SCAG is designated under California state law as the
Multicounty Designated Transportation Planning Agency and Council of Governments (COG) for the six-
county region. Founded in 1965, SCAG is a Joint Powers Authority, established as a voluntary association

of local governments and agencies.

SCAG serves as the regional forum for cooperative decision making by local government elected officials
and its primary responsibilities in fulfillment of federal and state requirements include the development
of the Plan; the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP); the annual Overall Work Program;

and transportation-related portions of local air quality management plans. SCAG’s other major functions
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Executive Summary

include determining the regional transportation plans and programs are in conformity with state air
quality plans; periodic preparation of a Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA); and
intergovernmental review of regionally significant projects. SCAG is just one part of a large body of
governments and public organizations that collectively plan, construct, operate and maintain the region’s
transportation system. SCAG’s work helps facilitate implementation, but the agency does not directly

implement or construct projects.

The Regional Council is SCAG’s governing body. It consists of 86 elected officials, representing cities,
counties, county transportation commissions, transportation corridor agencies, tribal governments, and
air districts in the region. The Regional Council has general authority to conduct the affairs of SCAG and
directs the actions of the agency throughout the year. Additionally, the Regional Council implements the
policy direction provided at the annual General Assembly of the membership, acts upon policy
recommendations from SCAG’s standing policy committees and external agencies, and appoints standing

or ad-hoc subcommittees to study specific programs or issues.

SCAG provides opportunities to participate in regional planning through collaboration and participation
in regional programs and dialogs. Responsible for regional policy direction and review, the primary
standing committees at SCAG include; the Executive/Administration Committee; the Transportation
Committee; the Community, Economic & Human Development (CEHD) Committee; the Energy &
Environmental Committee; and the Legislative/Communication & Membership Committee. In addition
to the standing committees, there are various subcommittees, technical advisory committees, working
groups, and task forces that either report to the standing committees or provide input to SCAG staff,
while other groups are established on an ad hoc basis to assist with specific projects or address specific

regional policy.
ES.2 PROPOSED PROJECT
ES.2.1 Project Description

The Connect SoCal Plan is an update to SCAG’s 2016 RTP/SCS, which had been adopted by SCAG’s
Regional Council on April 7, 2016 and subsequently last amended on September 2018. Building upon the
progress made since the 2016 RTP/SCS, the Plan is a long-range visioning plan for the six county SCAG
region, taking into account its transportation needs, existing and projected land use patterns, and job
growth. It highlights the existing land use and transportation conditions throughout the SCAG region,
and forecasts how it will meet the region’s transportation needs between 2020 and 2045. The Plan
identifies and prioritizes expenditures of this anticipated funding for transportation projects of all

transportation modes: highways, streets and roads, transit, rail, bicycle and pedestrian, as well as aviation
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ground access. It also includes a set of visions, goals, objectives, policies and performance measures

developed through public and stakeholder outreach sessions across SCAG’s region.

More specifically, Connect SoCal provides a strategy for accommodating projected population,
household and employment growth in the SCAG region by 2045, as well as a transportation investment
strategy for the region. The Plan details how the SCAG region can achieve several outcomes essential to

the success of the region’s long-range transportation and land use goals. The Plan:

e Describes where and how the region can accommodate a 23 percent increase in projected households

and 16 percent increase in jobs between 2020 and 2045;

e Details a regional transportation investment given $633.9 billion in expected revenues from federal,

state, regional and local sources over the next 25 years; and

e Complies with SB 375, the state’s SCS law, which integrates land use and transportation planning and
mandates both a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles (19% reduction for
the SCAG region) and the provision of adequate housing for the region’s 25-year projected
population growth

The Plan is constrained by expected transportation revenues. The Plan identifies transportation and land
use strategies to accommodate projected population, household and employment growth and improve

the quality of life for existing and future residents.

ES.2.2 Local Input and Public Outreach

SCAG developed a “Bottom-Up Local Input and Envisioning Process,” which assisted the agency in
understanding as to what is happening at the local level — and formed the basis for projections and
strategies in Connect SoCal. The local input process was approved and adopted by the SCAG Regional
Council in October 2017.

SCAG held one-on-one meetings with all 197 local jurisdictions. In addition to seeking feedback on
regional forecasts of population, household and employment growth, SCAG gathered data on land use,
protected natural lands, farmland, flood areas and coastal inundation, regional bikeways, regional truck
routes, planned major transit stops, high quality transit corridors, future transit priority areas, and other
local data. In addition to the jurisdictions themselves, the data came from county assessors’ offices,

county transportation commissions, and state and federal partners.

Approximately 90 percent of local jurisdictions provided feedback on one or more data elements

requested for local review. Collectively, these towns, cities and counties represent an estimated 94 percent
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of the region’s residents. SCAG staff also regularly convened a series of technical advisory groups that
engaged local, state, and federal agencies in the transportation and sustainable communities planning

process.
Demographic Assumptions

While growth rates are at a historic low; a gradual increase to the total population is expected. In the
SCAG region, a 0.6 annual growth rate corresponds to about 114,000 new residents annually, or 3.2
million new residents between 2019 and 2045. At the county level, the region anticipates population
increases of 9.1% to 35.4% for its six-county area (Table ES-1, 2019-2045 Population, Households and
Employment Projects in the SCAG Region)

Table ES-1
2019-2045 Population, Households, and Employment Projections in the SCAG Region

County Population Population Percentage Households Households Percentage Employment Employment Percentage

Name 2019 2045 Increase 2019 2045 Increase 2019 2045 Increase
Imperial 207,700 281,200 35% 58,000 92,500 59% 77,300 130,200 68%
Los 10,333,600 11,677, 200 13% 3,409,500 4,124,500 21% 4,826,600 5,382,200 12%
Angeles
Orange 3,250,100 3,534,600 9% 1,053,500 1,153,500 10% 1,765,600 1,980,400 12%
Riverside 2,462,600 3,251,700 32% 758,300 1,086,100 43% 812,800 1,102,700 36%
San 2,217,100 2,815,500 27% 656,500 874,800 33% 828,300 1,063,800 28%
Bernardino
Ventura 868,600 947,500 9% 276,100 306,400 11% 346,400 389,400 12%
SCAG 19,339,700 22,507, 200 6,211,900 7,638,600 8,657,138 10,048,500
Region

Source: SCAG 2019

Financial Assumptions

In accordance with federal fiscal constraint requirements, Connect SoCal is a financially constrained Plan.
Connect SoCal identifies the amount of funding that is reasonably expected to be available to build,

operate, and maintain the region’s surface transportation system through the forecast horizon year of

2045.

The financially constrained Connect SoCal includes both a “traditional” core revenue forecast comprised
of existing local, state, and federal sources, and more innovative but reasonably available sources of

revenue to implement a program of improvements.
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The financial plan’s forecast of core revenue totals approximately $638.6 billion from both core and
reasonably available resources. Local sources comprise 61 percent of the funding and the largest share of
core revenues, followed by state sources which comprise 31 percent of revenue, federal source total 8

percent of revenue.

As shown in Table ES-2, Connect SoCal Expenditure (in Billions), capital projects total $287 billion in
nominal dollars. Operating and maintenance (O&M) costs total $316 billion, while debt service
obligations total $35.6 billion. Transit-related costs comprise the largest share of O&M costs for the

region, totaling $173.9 billion.

Table ES-2
Connect SoCal Expenditure (in Billions)

Capital Projects and Other Programs $287.0
Arterials $20.8
Goods Movement (including Grade Separations) $65.7
High-Occupancy Vehicle/Express Lanes $13.6
Mixed-Flow and Interchange Improvements $10.3
Transportation System Management (Including ITS) $13.7
Transit $66.8
Passenger Rail $53.2
Active Transportation $17.7
Transportation Demand Management $7.3
Other $18.1
Operations and Maintenance $316.0
State Highways $68.0
Transit $173.9
Passenger Rail $26.6
Regionally Significant Local Streets and Roads $47.5
Debt Service $35.6
Cost Total $638.6

Source: SCAG

Note: due to rounding, the total will not exactly match.

*Includes $4.8 hillion for active transportation in addition to capital project investment level of $17.7 billion for a total of $22.5 billion for active
transportation improvements

**Includes Safety, Pooled Incentives, Mobility Equity Fund, Regional PEV Charger Program, and Others
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Goals and Guiding Principles

SCAG has developed goals for Connect SoCal, which fall into four core categories: economy, mobility,

environment and healthy/complete communities. The Plan lays out goals related to housing,

transportation technologies, equity and resilience in order to adequately reflect the increasing importance

of these topics in the region, and where possible the goals have been developed to link to potential

performance measures and targets (see Table ES-3, Connect SoCal Goals). The Plan’s guiding policies

magnifies these goals, creating a specific direction for Plan investments (see Table ES-4 Connect SoCal

Guiding Principles).

Table ES-3
Connect SoCal Goals

Connect SoCal Goals

O 0 N N U kW DN

=
o

Encourage regional economic prosperity and global competitiveness.

Improve mobility, accessibility, reliability, and travel safety for people and goods.

Enhance the preservation, security, and resilience of the regional transportation system.

Increase person and goods movement and travel choices within the transportation system.

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality.

Support healthy and equitable communities.

Adapt to a changing climate and support an integrated regional development pattern and transportation network.
Leverage new transportation technologies and data-driven solutions that result in more efficient travel.
Encourage development of diverse housing types in areas that are supported by multiple transportation options.

Promote conservation of natural and agricultural lands and restoration of critical habitats.

Source: SCAG Connect SoCal, 2019

Table ES-4
Connect SoCal Guiding Principles

Connect SoCal Guiding Principals

Base transportation investments on adopted regional performance indicators and MAP-21/FAST Act regional targets.

Place high priority for transportation funding in the region on projects and programs that improve mobility,
accessibility, reliability and safety, and that preserve the existing transportation system.

Assure that land use and growth strategies recognize local input, promote sustainable transportation options, and
support equitable and adaptable communities.

Encourage RTP/SCS investments and strategies that collectively result in reduced non-recurrent congestion and demand
for single occupancy vehicle use, by leveraging new transportation technologies and expanding travel choices.

Encourage transportation investments that will result in improved air quality and public health, and reduced
greenhouse gas emissions.

Monitor progress on all aspects of the Plan, including the timely implementation of projects, programs, and strategies.

Regionally, transportation investments should reflect best-known science regarding climate change vulnerability, in
order to design for long-term resilience.

Source: SCAG Connect SoCal 2019
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ES.3 PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING

The SCAG region consists of six counties that includes Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San
Bernardino, and Ventura, and 191 cities. The total area of the SCAG region is approximately 38,000
square miles. Additionally, the SCAG region consists of 15 sub-regional entities that have been
recognized by the Regional Council, SCAG’s governing body, as partners in the regional policy planning
process. The SCAG region is home to approximately 19 million people. This represents 5.8 percent of the
328 million people in the United States and 48 percent of California’s population.2 To the north of the
SCAG region are the counties of Kern and Inyo; to the east is State of Nevada and State of Arizona; to the
south is the U.S.-Mexico border; to the west is the county of San Diego; and to the northwest is the Pacific
Ocean. The region includes the county with the largest land area in the nation, San Bernardino County; as

well as the county with the highest population in the nation, Los Angeles County.
Transportation Network

The region’s transportation network comprises more than 9,000 miles of public transit, 5,000 miles of
bikeways, 135,578 lane miles of roadways, and 94 miles of express lanes. The Port of Los Angeles and
Port of Long Beach are the largest container importers in the Western Hemisphere that contribute to our
expansive goods movement system. The region’s aviation system is one of the busiest in the world in
terms of air passenger and cargo demand, with more than 110.2 million annual passengers and 3.14

million tons of cargo in 2017. Southern California features:

e 105 miles of heavy and light rail

534 miles of commuter rail (Metrolink)

9,000 miles of bus routes

5,075 miles of bikeways

135,578 total lane miles of roadways

¢ 94 miles of high occupancy toll (HOT) roads
Housing

As of 2018, California ranks 49th of 50 states in the number of housing units per resident. With many

strong indications, high demand for housing and short supply drives up rental and home prices

2 Connect SoCal Demographics & Growth Forecast Technical Report, 2019
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throughout the state. Indeed, seven of the 10 most expensive housing markets in the United States are in

California.

There are many contributors to the overall housing shortfall, such as zoning, costs and fees that prevent
projects from being feasible, time delays, environmental litigation, community resistance to medium and
high-density projects, and lack of local funding mechanisms. Additionally, population and employment
growth in metropolitan areas in California has slowed in recent years because wages cannot compensate

for the high cost of housing.

ES.3.1 Land Use and Transportation Strategies

Since the Plan foresees regional growth along with transportation system improvements, it identifies
strategies to increase transportation choices with a reduced dependence on automobiles and an increase
growth in walkable, mixed-use communities and HQTAs. Increased choices in mobility, enhanced
quality of life, and increasing sustainability practices could also lead to improved air quality in the
region. Thus, the Plan focuses on land use strategies and transportation investments that would enable

the SCAG region to develop into a more sustainable region.
Land Use Strategies

The land use strategies included in the Connect SoCal Plan are built upon strategies listed in the 2016
RTP/SCS and are intended to increase travel mode choices, guide future land development, and improve

air quality. It also attempts to balance the region’s land use choices with its transportation investments.

The Plan includes land use strategies with the committed and projected transportation investments such
that they emphasize system preservation and enhancement, active transportation, and land use
integration. These strategies identify how the SCAG region can implement Connect SoCal and achieve
related GHG reductions. It is important to note that SCAG does not have a direct role in implementing
the Sustainable Communities Strategy — neither through decisions about what type of development goes
where, nor what transportation projects are ultimately built. Connect SoCal’s land use strategies are as

follows:

1. Focus Growth Near Destinations and Mobility Options
2. Promote Diverse Housing Choices

3. Leverage Technology Innovations

4. Support Implementation of Sustainability Policies

5. Promote a Green Region
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Priority Growth Areas

Consideration of the Plan requires an understanding of several more localized geographies. Priority
Growth Areas (PGAs) follow the principles of center-focused placemaking. Connect SoCal’s PGAs — Job
Centers, Transit Priority Areas (TPA), High Quality Transit Areas (HQTA), Neighborhood Mobility
Areas (NMAs), and Livable Corridors — account for only five percent of region’s total land area, but
implementation of SCAG’s recommended growth strategies will help these areas accommodate 76
percent of forecasted household growth and 86 percent of forecasted employment growth between 2016
and 2045. This more compact form of regional development, if fully realized, can reduce travel distances,

increase mobility options, improve access to workplaces, and conserve the region’s resource areas.
Transportation Strategies

Connect SoCal recognizes that the region can no longer afford to rely solely on expanding the
transportation system to address the region’s many changes and challenges. There is a need to use a
comprehensive planning approach for a transportation system that focuses on preservation,
sustainability, and productivity, as well as strategic expansion. Anticipated land use patterns as part of
Connect SoCal provide a strategic opportunity to build a smart transportation system that is responsive
to the region’s changes and challenges. Connect SoCal includes proposed strategies for transportation
investments, totaling approximately $638.6 billion (See Table ES-2, Connect SoCal Expenditure [in

billions]). Select transportation strategies are as follows:
e System Preservation.

e Congestion Management Process. Federal regulations require the development, establishment and
implementation of a CMP. Consistent with federal requirements, SCAG implements, monitors and

evaluates these actions as part of Connect SoCal.

e Congestion Pricing. Connect SoCal identified three congestion pricing strategies, two of which were

incorporated into the 2012 and 2016 RTP/SCS:

— Develop a network of express lanes, that connects to existing express lanes in order to

accommodate growing inter-county travel

— Establish a mileage-based user fee to generate a funding source for aging infrastructure and

construction of other travel options

— Develop Cordon/Area Pricing which involves charging a variable or fixed fee to drive into or

within a highly congested area.

Impact Sciences, Inc. ES-10 Connect SoCal Draft PEIR
1329.001 December 2019



Executive Summary

e Transportation Demand Management. Connect SoCal commits $7.3 billion through 2045 to

implement TDM strategies throughout the region. There are three primary goals of this program:

— Reduce the number of SOV trips and per capita VMT through ridesourcing (which includes

carpooling and vanpooling) and providing first/last mile services to and from transit

— Redistribute or eliminate vehicle trips during peak demand periods by supporting

telecommuting and alternative work schedules

— Reduce the number of SOV trips through use of other modes such as transit, rail, bicycling, and

walking, or other micro-mobility modes

e Passenger Rail. Connect SoCal strategies for passenger rail in the SCAG region consists of four main

elements:

e Active Transportation. Active Transportation strategies are grouped into eight categories that
address trip type as well as a range of regional priorities. Specific details on the Active Transportation

Strategies highlighted below can be found in the Active Transportation Technical Report.

Transportation Safety. Connect SoCal prioritizes the safety and mobility of the region’s residents,
including drivers and passengers, transit riders, pedestrians, and bicyclists. SCAG’s Safety strategies are
largely grounded in the State’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) that helps member agencies
interested in pursuing safety initiatives and strategies at the local level. SCAG outlines detailed strategies
and actions that local jurisdictions and county transportation commissions can undertake to enhance

safety in our region in the transportation safety and security report.

Highway and Arterial Network. Connect SoCal emphasizes working with partner implementing
agencies to prioritize projects that preserve and optimize the existing highway and arterial network.
Projects include interchange improvements, auxiliary lanes, general purpose lanes, carpool lanes, toll

lanes and Express/HOT lanes. The complete list of projects can be found in Appendix 2.0, Project List.

Goods Movement. SCAG has developed key strategies to realize a regional visor that maintains regional
economic competitiveness, promotes job creation and retention, increased freight mobility and safety,
and mitigating environmental impacts. Specific details of goods movement challenges and strategies can

be found in the Goods Movement Technical Report. Key strategies include:

Aviation. SCAG, by definition, is primarily a regional surface transportation planning agency. Therefore,
SCAG is focused on air passenger and cargo activity from the perspective of how the traffic coming and
going from the airports affects the region’s roads, highways, and transit systems, and how to improve
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ground transportation access to the airports. On a basic level, SCAG maintains an updated list of airport
ground access improvements. However, SCAG has and will continue to play a role in terms of aviation
systems research, planning, and analysis, as well as encouraging collaboration and communication

amongst the region’s aviation stakeholders.

Emerging Technologies. SCAG recognizes that many new technologies provide consumer solutions and
have made inroads in public acceptance due to advancements in smartphones, mobile banking,
navigational apps and social networking. Improvements in regional mobility will therefore be derived
from how technology is uses rather than from any individual technological development. Moreover,
strategies to use the benefits of emerging technologies to advance Connect SoCal goals should be viewed

through the lens of improving health, safety, equity and mobility outcomes.

ES.4 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT

CEQA requires an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to describe a range of reasonable alternatives to
the project or to the location of the project that could feasibly avoid or substantially lessen significant
environmental impacts while attaining most of the project objectives.3 Plan alternatives are evaluated as
to how well they achieve the goals, policies, and objectives, the extent of their environmental impacts
compared to the Plan, and whether or not they reduce or eliminate significant impacts caused by the

Plan. These alternatives include:

Alternative 1: No Project Alternative

The No Project Alternative is required by Section 15126.61(2) of the CEQA Guidelines and assumes that the
Plan would not be implemented. The No Project Alternative allows decision makers to compare the
impacts of approving the proposed project with the impacts of not approving the proposed project. The
No Project Alternative evaluates “what would be reasonably expected to occur in the foreseeable future if
the project were not approved, based on current plans and consistent with available infrastructure and
community services” (CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6€(2)). The No Project Alternative is aligned with
the Trend/Baseline Scenario# and includes transportation projects that are in place at the time of
preparation of the Connect SoCal Plan and that are included in the first two years of the previously
conforming transportation plan and/or federal transportation improvement program (FTIP). “Exempt
projects” include safety projects and certain mass transit projects, transportation control measures
(“TCMs”) that are approved by the State Implementation Plan, and project phases that were authorized
by the FHWA/FTA prior to expiration of SCAG’s conformity finding for the adopted 2016 RTP/SCS.

CEQA Guidelines, California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, § 15126.6. 2005

4 Connect SoCal — Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report.
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These exempt projects would also be included in the No Project Alternative since they could move

forward in the absence of an adopted Connect SoCal Plan.5

The land use strategies included in the No Project Alternative are based on the trending socioeconomic
growth projection to the future (2045) updated with the same jurisdictional local input population,
household and employment data as those in the Connect SoCal Plan to reflect the most recent local input

growth estimates in the region.
Alternative 2: Existing Plans - Local Input Alternative

The Existing Plans - Local Input Alternative is aligned with the Existing Plans — Local Input Scenario in
the Plan.® This alternative incorporates local general plans and land use information to reflect the Plan’s
population, household and employment growth estimates in the region. The Plan’s transportation and
land use strategies are not included in this alternative. The transportation network analyzed under this
alternative are the transportation projects planned by each County Transportation Commission (CTC) in
the region. In general, this alternative represents a more dispersed land use pattern as compared to

Connect SoCal.

Alternative 3: Intensified Land Use Alternative

This Intensified Land Use Alternative is based off the Plan’s transportation network and strategies. This
alternative analyzes more aggressive densities and land use patterns than included in the Accelerated
Tomorrow Scenario.’ The land use pattern builds on the land use strategies as described in the Connect
SoCal Plan and beyond. Specifically, it increases densities and intensifies land use patterns of the Plan,
especially around HQTAs in an effort to maximize transit opportunities. The growth pattern associated
with this alternative optimizes urban areas and suburban town centers, transit-oriented developments
(TODs), HQTAs, livable corridors, and neighborhood mobility areas. It also includes a greater
progressive job-housing distribution optimized for TODs and infill in HQTAs. It includes the same
transportation investments as the Plan. This alternative considers the basis of the Plan with enhancements
to accelerate the SB 375 GHG emissions reduction trend into 2045 and beyond, and includes related
improvements for air quality, livability, public health, active transportation opportunities, and

affordability.

5  Federal Highway Administration. Transportation Conformity: A Basic Guide for State and Local Officials (Revised
2010), FHWA-HEP-11-001. Available at:
http://www.thwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/conformity/guide/guidel0.cfm

6  Connect SoCal - Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report.

7 Connect SoCal — Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report.
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ES.5 AREAS OF KNOWN CONTROVERSY

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for this PEIR was issued on January 23, 2019 by SCAG for a 30-day public
review period. A total of 22 comment letters were received. The NOP and copies of each comment letter
received are included in Appendix 1.0 of the PEIR. Two scoping meetings were held on February 13,
2019. The purpose of these meetings was to provide early consultation for the public to express their
concerns about the project and acquire information and make recommendations on issues to be
addressed in the PEIR. In accordance with Sections 15087 and 15105 of the CEQA Guidelines, this PEIR is
being circulated for a 45-day public review period. Responsible and trustee agencies and the public are
invited to comment in writing on the information contained int his document. Persons and agencies
commenting are encouraged to provide information that they believe is missing from the Draft PEIR and
to identify where the information can be obtained. All comment letters received concerning the PEIR will
be responded to in writing, and the comment letters, together with the responses to those comments, will

be included in the Final PEIR.

Comments received in response to the published NOP (provided in Appendix 1.0) identified
environmental topics that local and regional agencies and City residents recommended for analysis in the

Draft EIR. These topics include:

Biological Resources

e Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)

e  Air Quality

e Greenhouse Gases and Climate Change

e Mitigation Measures

ES.6 ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED

The State CEQA Guidelines require an EIR to present issues to be resolved by the lead agency. These issues
include the choice between alternatives and whether or how to mitigate potentially significant impacts.

The major issues to be resolved by SCAG, as the Lead Agency for the project include the following:
¢  Whether the recommended mitigation measures should be adopted or modified;
¢  Whether additional mitigation measures need to be applied to the project; and

e  Whether the project or an alternative should be approved.
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ES.7 SUMMARY OF PROJECT IMPACTS

A summary of the environmental impacts associated with implementation of the proposed project,
mitigation measures included to avoid or lessen the severity of potentially significant impacts, and
residual impacts, is provided in Table ES-5, Summary of Project Impacts, Mitigation Measures, and

Residual Impacts, below.

As discussed in Chapter 1.0, Introduction, SCAG has no concurrent authority/jurisdiction to implement
mitigation related to land use plans and projects that implement the Plan. With respect to the
transportation projects in the Plan, these projects are to be implemented by Caltrans, county
transportation commissions, local transit agencies, and local governments (i.e., cities and counties), and
not SCAG. SCAG also has no authority/jurisdiction to require these agencies to implement project-

specific mitigation measures.

CEQA case law has also held that deferral of the specifics of mitigation is permissible where the lead
agency commits itself to mitigation and, in the mitigation measure, either describes performance
standards to be met in future mitigation or provides a menu of alternative mitigation measures to be
selected from in the future (California Native Plant Society v. City of Rancho Cordova (2009) 172 Cal.App.4th
603 [the details of exactly how the required mitigation and its performance standards will be achieved
can be deferred pending completion of a future study]; Endangered Habitats League Inc. v. County of Orange
(2005) 131 Cal.App.4th 777, 793 [deferred mitigation acceptable when performance standards are
included]; Riverwatch v. County of San Diego (1999) 76 Cal.App.4th 1428, 1448-1450 [a deferred
approach may be appropriate where it is not reasonably practical or feasible to provide a more complete
analysis before approval and the EIR otherwise provides adequate information of the project’s impacts];
Sacramento Old City Assn. v. City Council of Sacramento, supra, 229 Cal.App.3d at 1028-1029 [deferral of
agency’s selection among several alternatives based on performance criteria was appropriate]).8 CEQA

Guidelines section 15126.4(a)(1)(B) codifies this concept:

“Formulation of mitigation should not be deferred until some future time. However, measures
may specify performance standard which would mitigate the significant effect of the project and
which may be accomplished in more than one specified way.”

Note that in litigation challenging SANDAG’s adoption of its 2050 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy, the California Court of Appeal found that “[a]n EIR may not defer the formulation of
mitigation measures to a future time, but mitigation measures may specify performance standards which would
mitigate the project’s significant effects and may be accomplished in more than one specified way.” Cleveland
National Forest Foundation v. San Diego Assn. of Governments (2014) 231 Cal. App. 4th 1056, 1089 (partially reversed
on other grounds by Cleveland National Forest Foundation v. San Diego Assn. of Governments (2017) 3 Cal.5t 497).
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Mitigation measures are subject to the same rules regarding level of detail appropriate to the EIR being
prepared. In this case, the PEIR addresses a large-scale region with a variety of projects spread over more
than 20 years. As such, this PEIR identifies program-wide measures for implementation by SCAG. In
addition, the PEIR identifies project-level mitigation measures for lead agencies to consider, as applicable
and feasible, in subsequent project-specific design, CEQA review, and decision-making processes. It is
ultimately up to the lead agency to determine the appropriateness of the mitigation measure based on
project-specific circumstances. As appropriate and authorized by the CEQA Guidelines and case law, the
program-wide mitigation measures included in this PEIR are less detailed than those that would be part
of a project EIR and the selection of detailed mitigation measures is properly deferred to future project-

specific CEQA reviews.

The project-level mitigation measures identified by SCAG (or comparable measures) “can and should” be
considered by lead agencies in project-specific environmental review documents as appropriate and
feasible. This language mirrors CEQA Guidelines section 15091(a)(2), and it is assumed that each lead
agency for specific projects would have the ability to impose and enforce these measures (i.e., that they
can implement them). Lead agencies for specific projects are responsible for developing project specific

mitigation measures and ensuring adherence to such mitigation measures.

While the PEIR strives to provide as much detail as possible in the mitigation measures, some flexibility
must be maintained to present mitigation approaches for impacts occurring over a large geographic scope
and caused by a wide variety of transportation and land use activities. CEQA case law provides that a
first-tier EIR may contain generalized mitigation criteria (see, e.g., Koster v. County of San Joaquin (1996) 47
Cal.App.4th 29). In addition, in each resource area, the PEIR identifies mitigation measures which are
performance standards-based, which lead, responsible, or trustee agencies “can and should” comply with
in assessing and mitigating project-specific impacts. SCAG then identifies examples of project-level
mitigation measures that may be required by lead agencies, to meet performance standards. Lead
agencies may also identify other comparable measures capable of reducing impacts below the specified

threshold.

For projects proposing to streamline environmental review pursuant to SB 375, SB 743, or SB 226, or for
projects otherwise tiering off this PEIR, the project-level mitigation measures described in this PEIR (or
comparable measures) can and should be considered and implemented by lead agencies (and project
sponsors) during the subsequent, project- or site-specific environmental reviews for transportation and
development projects as applicable and feasible. However, SCAG cannot require lead agencies to adopt
mitigation, and it is ultimately the responsibility of the lead agency to determine and adopt project-

specific mitigation as appropriate and feasible for each project.
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The performance standards-based mitigation measures used in this PEIR recognize the limits of SCAG'’s
authority; distinguish between SCAG commitments and project-level responsibilities and authorities;
optimize flexibility for project implementation; and facilitate CEQA streamlining and tiering where

appropriate on a project-by-project basis determined by each lead agency.?

9 Note that compliance with existing regulations, such as the Uniform Building Code and California Building
Code, is not necessarily considered mitigation because compliance is already required. However, such
regulations do reduce environmental impacts and are identified herein where appropriate, to provide additional
information on the how potential impacts are reduced. In some cases, as indicated in the PEIR, regulatory
compliance is sufficient to reduce impacts to a level of less than significance. In other cases, mitigation is
proposed to ensure and/or specify the means of compliance with regulations that lack specificity.
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Table ES-5
Summary of Project Impacts, Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts

L . I Residual
Significance Threshold and Project Impacts Mitigation Measures [
AESTHETICS
Impact AES-1: Potential for the Plan to have a substantial | SCAG Mitigation Measures Significant and
adverse effect on a scenic vista. SMM AES-1:  SCAG shall facilitate minimizing impacts to scenic vistas through cooperation, information sharing | Unavoidable
regarding the locations of designated scenic vistas, and regional program development as part of
SCAG'’s ongoing regional planning efforts, such as web-based planning tools for local government
including REVISION, and other GIS tools and data services, including, but not limited to, Map
Gallery, GIS library, and GIS applications, and direct technical assistance efforts such as sharing of
associated online training materials. Caltrans and lead agencies, such as county and city planning
departments, shall be consulted during this update process.
Project Level Mitigation Measures
PMM AES-1: In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to address
potential aesthetic impacts to scenic vistas, as applicable and feasible. Such measures may include
the following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency:
a) Use a palette of colors, textures, building materials that are graffiti-resistant, and/or plant
materials that complement the surrounding landscape and development.
b) Use contour grading to better match surrounding terrain. Contour edges of major cut-and-fill
to provide a more natural looking finished profile.
¢) Design new corridor landscaping to respect existing natural and man-made features and to
complement the dominant landscaping of the surrounding areas.
d) Replace and renew landscaping along corridors with road widenings, interchange projects,
and related improvements.
e) Retain or replace trees bordering highways, so that clear-cutting is not evident.
f)  Provide new corridor landscaping that respects and provides appropriate transition to existing
natural and man-made features and is complementary to the dominant landscaping or native
habitats of surrounding areas.
g) Reduce the visibility of construction staging areas by fencing and screening these areas with
low contrast materials consistent with the surrounding environment, and by revegetating
graded slopes and exposed earth surfaces at the earliest opportunity;
h)  Use see-through safety barrier designs (e.g. railings rather than walls)
Impact Sciences, Inc. 2.0-18 Connect SoCal Draft PEIR
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Significance Threshold and Project Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual
Impact

Impact AES-2:

Potential to substantially damage scenic
resources, including but not limited to, trees,
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway.

SCAG Mitigation Measures
See SMM AES-1.
Project Level Mitigation Measures
See PMM AES-1.

Significant and
unavoidable

Impact AES-3:

Potential to substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public views
(public views are those that are experienced
from publicly accessible vantage points). In
an urbanized area, would the project conflict
with applicable zoning and other regulations
governing scenic quality.

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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SCAG Mitigation Measures
See SMM AES-1.
Project Level Mitigation Measures

In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to address
potential aesthetic impacts that substantially degrade visual character, as applicable and feasible.
Such measures may include the following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead
Agency:

PMM AES-2:

a)

b)

9)

d)
e)

f)

8)

Minimize contrasts in scale and massing between the projects and surrounding natural forms
and development, minimize their intrusion into important viewsheds, and use contour grading
to better match surrounding terrain in accordance with county and city hillside ordinances,
where applicable.

Design landscaping along highway corridors to add significant natural elements and visual
interest to soften the hard-edged, linear transportation corridors.

Require development of design guidelines for projects that make elements of proposed
buildings/facilities visually compatible, or minimize visibility of changes in visual quality or
character through use of hardscape and softscape solutions. Specific measures to be addressed
include setback buffers, landscaping, color, texture, signage, and lighting criteria.
Design projects consistent with design guidelines of applicable general plans.
Require that sites are kept in a blight/nuisance-free condition. Remove blight or nuisances that
compromise visual character or visual quality of project areas including graffiti abatement,
trash removal, landscape management, maintenance of signage and billboards in good
condition, and replace compromised native vegetation and landscape.
Where sound walls are proposed, require sound wall construction and design methods that
account for visual impacts as follows:
—  use transparent panels to preserve views where sound walls would block views from
residences;
—  use landscaped earth berm or a combination wall and berm to minimize the apparent
sound wall height;
—  construct sound walls of materials whose color and texture complements the
surrounding landscape and development;
Design sound walls to increase visual interest, reduce apparent height, and be visually
compatible with the surrounding area; and landscape the sound walls with plants that screen
the sound wall, preferably with either native vegetation or landscaping that complements the

Significant and
unavoidable
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Significance Threshold and Project Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual
Impact

dominant landscaping of surrounding areas.

Impact AES-4:

Create a new source of substantial light or
glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area.

SCAG Mitigation Measures

SMM AES-2:

SCAG shall facilitate minimizing impacts on aesthetics related to new sources of light or glare
through cooperation, information sharing regarding guidelines and policies, design approaches,
building materials, siting, and technology, such as web-based planning tools for local government
including CA LOTS, and other GIS tools and data services, including, but not limited to, Map
Gallery, GIS library, and GIS applications, and direct technical assistance efforts and sharing of
associated online training materials. Lead agencies, such as county and city planning departments,
shall be consulted during this update process.

Project Level Mitigation Measures

PMM AES-3:

In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA

Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to address

potential aesthetic impacts that substantially degrade visual character, as applicable and feasible.

Such measures may include the following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead

Agency:

a)  Use lighting fixtures that are adequately shielded to a point below the light bulb and reflector
and that prevent unnecessary glare onto adjacent properties.

b)  Restrict the operation of outdoor lighting for construction and operation activities to the hours
of 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

¢)  Use high-pressure sodium and/or cut-off fixtures instead of typical mercury-vapor fixtures for
outdoor lighting.

d) Use unidirectional lighting to avoid light trespass onto adjacent properties.

e)  Design exterior lighting to confine illumination to the project site, and/or to areas which do not
include light-sensitive uses.

f)  Provide structural and/or vegetative screening from light-sensitive uses.

g) Shield and direct all new street and pedestrian lighting away from light-sensitive off-site uses.

h) Use non-reflective glass or glass treated with a non-reflective coating for all exterior windows
and glass used on building surfaces.

i)  Architectural lighting shall be directed onto the building surfaces and have low reflectivity to
minimize glare and limit light onto adjacent properties.

Significant and
unavoidable

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Impact AG-1:

Potential for the Plan to convert Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown
on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
of the California Resources Agency, to
nonagricultural use.

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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SCAG Mitigation Measures

SMM AG-1:

SMM AG-2:

SCAG shall host a Natural & Farm Lands Conservation Working Group which will provide a
forum for stakeholders to share best practices and develop recommendations for natural and
agricultural land conservation throughout the region, including the development of a Natural
Lands Conservation Strategy for the Connect SoCal Plan.

SCAG shall expand on the Natural Resource Inventory Database and Conservation Framework &
Assessment by incorporating strategic mapping layers to build the database and further refine the

Significant and
unavoidable
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Significance Threshold and Project Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual
Impact

SMM AG-3:

SMM AG-4:

priority conservation areas by (1) further investing in mapping and farmland data tracking and (2)
working with County Transportation Commissions (CTCs) and SCAG's subregions to support their
county-level efforts at data building. SCAG shall encourage CTCs to develop advanced mitigation
programs or include them in future transportation measures by (1) funding pilot programs that
encourage advance mitigation including data and replicable processes, (2) participating in state-
level efforts that would support regional advanced mitigation planning in the SCAG region, and (3)
supporting the inclusion of advance mitigation programs at county level transportation measures.

SCAG shall align with funding opportunities and pilot programs to begin implementation of
conservation strategies through (1) seeking planning funds, such as cap and trade auction proceeds
that could help prepare for local action on acquisition and restoration, (2) supporting CTCs and
other partners, and (3) continuing policy alignment with the State Wildlife Action Plan 2015 Update
and its implementation.

SCAG shall provide incentives to jurisdictions that cooperate across county lines to protect and
restore natural habitat corridors, especially where corridors cross county boundaries, as detailed in
the Natural & Farm Lands Technical Report strategies of Connect SoCal. SCAG will work with
stakeholders to identify incentives and leverage resources that help protect habitat corridors.

Project Level Mitigation Measures

PMM AG-1L:

In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA

Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to address

potential adverse effects on agricultural resources, as applicable and feasible. Such measures may

include the following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency:

a) Require project sponsors to mitigate for loss of farmland by providing permanent protection of
in-kind farmland in the form of easements, fees, or elimination of development
rights/potential.

b) Project relocation or corridor realignment to avoid Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Local or Statewide Importance.

¢) Maintain and expand agricultural land protections such as urban growth boundaries.

d) Provide for mitigation fees to support a mitigation bank10 that invests in farmer education,
agricultural infrastructure, water supply, marketing, etc. that enhance the commercial viability
of retained agricultural lands.

e) Minimize severance and fragmentation of agricultural land by constructing underpasses and
overpasses at reasonable intervals to provide property access.

f)  Use berms, buffer zones, setbacks, and fencing to reduce conflicts between new development
and farming uses and protect the functions of farmland.

Impact AG-2:  Potential for the Plan to conflict with existing
zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson

SCAG Mitigation Measures
See SMM AG-1 through SMM AG-4.

Significant and
unavoidable

10 The California Department of Fish and Wildlife provides a definition for conservation or mitigation banks on their website (please see

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Banking).
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I - L Residual
Significance Threshold and Project Impacts Mitigation Measures [
Act contract. Project Level Mitigation Measures
See PMM AG-1.
PMM AG-2:  Project level mitigation measures can and should be considered by Lead Agencies as applicable and
feasible. Measures to reduce substantial adverse effects on Williamson Act contracts to the
maximum extent practicable, as determined appropriate by each Lead Agency, may include the
following, or other comparable measures:
a) Project relocation or corridor realignment to avoid lands in Williamson Act contracts.
b)  Establish conservation easements consistent with the recommendations of the Department of
Conservation, or 20-year Farmland Security Zone contracts (Government Code Section 51296
et seq.), 10-year Williamson Act contracts (Government Code Section 51200 et seq.), or use of
other conservation tools available from the California Department of Conservation Division of
Land Resource Protection.
Impact AG-3:  Potential for the Plan to conflict with existing | SCAG Mitigation Measures
zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land See SMM AG-1 through SMM AG-2.
(as defined in Public Resources Code section Proiect Level Mitigation M
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public roject Level Mitigation Measures
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland | PMM AG-3:  Project level mitigation measures can and should be considered by Lead Agencies as applicable and
zoned Timberland Production (as defined by feasible. Measures to reduce substantial adverse effects, through the conversion of Farmland to
Government Code section 51104(g)). maximum extent practicable, as determined appropriate by each Lead Agency, may include the
following, or other comparable measures:
a) Minimize construction related impacts to agricultural and forestry resources by locating
materials and stationary equipment in such a way as to prevent conflict with agriculture and
forestry resources.

Impact AG-4:  Potential for the Plan to result in the loss of | SCAG Mitigation Measures Significant and
forest land or conversion of forest land to unavoidable
non-forest use. See SMM AG-1 through SMM AG-2.

Project Level Mitigation Measures
See PMM AG-3

Impact AG-5:  Potential for the Plan to involve other | SCAG Mitigation Measure Significant and

changes in the existing environment which, unavoidable

due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural
use or conversion of forest land to non-forest
use.

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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See SMM AG-1 through SMM AG-2 and SMM-GHG-1 through SMM-GHG-5.
Project Level Mitigation Measures
See PMM AG-2 and PMM GHG-2.

PMM AG-4:  Project level mitigation measures can and should be considered by Lead Agencies as applicable and

feasible. Measures to reduce substantial adverse effects, through the conversion of Farmland, to the
maximum extent practicable, as determined appropriate by each Lead Agency, may include the
following, or other comparable measures:

a) Design proposed projects to minimize, to the greatest extent feasible, the loss of the highest
valued agricultural land.

2.0-22

Connect SoCal Draft PEIR

December 2019



Executive Summary

Significance Threshold and Project Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual
Impact

PMM AG-5:

b) Redesign project features to minimize fragmenting or isolating Farmland. Where a project
involves acquiring land or easements, ensure that the remaining non-project area is of a size
sufficient to allow economically viable farming operations. The project proponents shall be
responsible for acquiring easements, making lot line adjustments, and merging affected land
parcels into units suitable for continued commercial agricultural management.

c)  Reconnect utilities or infrastructure that serve agricultural uses if these are disturbed by
project construction. If a project temporarily or permanently cuts off roadway access or
removes utility lines, irrigation features, or other infrastructure, the project proponents shall
be responsible for restoring access as necessary to ensure that economically viable farming
operations are not interrupted.

Project level mitigation measures can and should be considered by Lead Agencies as applicable and
feasible. Measures to reduce substantial adverse effects, through the conversion of Farmland, to the
maximum extent practicable, as determined appropriate by each Lead Agency, may include the
following, or other comparable measures:

a) Manage project operations to minimize the introduction of invasive species or weeds that may
affect agricultural production on adjacent agricultural land. Where a project has the potential
to introduce sensitive species or habitats or have other spill-over effects on nearby agricultural
lands, the project proponents shall be responsible for acquiring easements on nearby
agricultural land and/or financially compensating for indirect effects on nearby agricultural
land. Easements (e.g., flowage easements) shall be required for temporary or intermittent
interruption in farming activities (e.g., because of seasonal flooding or groundwater seepage).
Acquisition or compensation would be required for permanent or significant loss of
economically viable operations.

AIR QUALITY

Impact AQ-1:  Conflict with or obstruct implementation of
the applicable air quality plan.

No mitigation is required.

Less than
significant

Impact AQ-2: Potential to violate any air quality standard
or contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation.

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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SCAG Mitigation Measures

SMM-AQ-1:

SMM-AQ-2:

SMM-AQ-3:

SCAG shall develop the Southern California Disadvantaged Communities Planning Initiative
which would provide funds to selected applicants to develop a low-cost, high-impact model which
leverages SCAG’s staff, data, and outreach resources to deliver context-sensitive plans in high-need,
low-resourced active transportation infrastructure and frameworks. As part of the initiative, the
model will be operationalized through the development of plans in six communities and refined to
provide a sustainable resource for SCAG staff to partner with local agencies to develop local active
transportation plans.

SCAG shall continue its commitment to analyze public health outcomes as part of the Connect
SoCal. As part of the public health analysis for the Plan, SCAG shall continue to analyze the plan’s
impacts on air quality through its Public Health Working group and continue to support policy
change at the city and country level through education programs.

SCAG shall continue to conduct air quality-related technical analyses on the region, specifically in
vulnerable areas that are typically environmental justice areas. For example, SCAG staff conducted
technical analysis of emissions impacts on populations within 500 feet of freeways and highly
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travelled corridors in the Connect SoCal Environmental Justice Appendix. SCAG staff shall also

continue to work with districts and relevant stakeholders to be informed of any updates new

and/or changes to air quality issue areas through various forums like the Environmental Justice

Working Group.

Project Level Mitigation Measures
PMM-AQ-1: In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA

Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce

substantial adverse effects related to violating air quality standards. Such measures may include the

following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency:

a) Minimize land disturbance.

b) Suspend grading and earth moving when wind gusts exceed 25 miles per hour unless the soil
is wet enough to prevent dust plumes.

c)  Cover trucks when hauling dirt.

d) Stabilize the surface of dirt piles if not removed immediately.

e) Limit vehicular paths on unpaved surfaces and stabilize any temporary roads.

f)  Minimize unnecessary vehicular and machinery activities.

g) Sweep paved streets at least once per day where there is evidence of dirt that has been carried
on to the roadway.

h) Revegetate disturbed land, including vehicular paths created during construction to avoid
future off-road vehicular activities.

i) On Caltrans projects, Caltrans Standard Specifications 10-Dust Control, 17-Watering, and 18-
Dust Palliative shall be incorporated into project specifications.

j)  Require contractors to assemble a comprehensive inventory list (i.e., make, model, engine year,
horsepower, emission rates) of all heavy-duty off-road (portable and mobile) equipment (50
horsepower and greater) that could be used an aggregate of 40 or more hours for the
construction project. Prepare a plan for approval by the applicable air district demonstrating
achievement of the applicable percent reduction for a CARB-approved fleet.

k)  Ensure that all construction equipment is properly tuned and maintained.

1)  Minimize idling time to 5 minutes—saves fuel and reduces emissions.

m) Provide an operational water truck on-site at all times. Use watering trucks to minimize dust;
watering should be sufficient to confine dust plumes to the project work areas. Sweep paved
streets at least once per day where there is evidence of dirt that has been carried on to the
roadway.

n) Utilize existing power sources (e.g., power poles) or clean fuel generators rather than
temporary power generators.

0) Develop a traffic plan to minimize traffic flow interference from construction activities. The
plan may include advance public notice of routing, use of public transportation, and satellite
parking areas with a shuttle service. Schedule operations affecting traffic for off-peak hours.
Minimize obstruction of through-traffic lanes. Provide a flag person to guide traffic properly
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and ensure safety at construction sites.

p) As appropriate require that portable engines and portable engine-driven equipment units
used at the project work site, with the exception of on-road and off-road motor vehicles, obtain
CARB Portable Equipment Registration with the state or a local district permit. Arrange
appropriate consultations with the CARB or the District to determine registration and
permitting requirements prior to equipment operation at the site.

q) Require projects within 500 feet of residences, hospitals, or schools to use Tier 4 equipment for
all engines above 50 horsepower (hp) unless the individual project can demonstrate that Tier 4
engines would not be required to mitigate emissions below significance thresholds.

Impact AQ-3:  Result in a cumulatively considerable net | SCAG Mitigation Measures Significant and
increase of any criteria pollutant for which See SMM AQ-1, SMM AQ-2, SMM, and SMM AQ-3. unavoidable
the project region is non-attainment under an Proiect Level Mitigation M
applicable federal or state ambient air quality roject Level Mitigation Measures
standard. See PMM-AQ-1.

Impact AQ-4: Expose sensitive receptors to substantial | SCAG Mitigation Measures Significant and
pollutant concentrations. See SMM AQ-1, SMM AQ-2, SMM, and SMM AQ-3. unavoidable

Project Level Mitigation Measures
See PMM-AQ-1.

Impact AQ-4:  Result in other emissions (such as those | No mitigation is required. Less than
leading to odors) adversely affecting a significant
substantial number of people.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Impact BIO-1: Have a substantial adverse effect, either | SCAG Mitigation Measures Significant and
directly or thro'ugh }'14abitat modiﬁcatio?, On | SMM BIO-1:  SCAG shall facilitate reducing future impacts to species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or unavoidable
any species identified as a candidate, special status species and its habitats through cooperation, information sharing, and program
sensitive, or special status species in local or development. SCAG shall consult with the resource agencies, such as the USFWS, NMFS, USACE,
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by USFS, BLM, and CDFW, as well as local jurisdictions including cities and counties, to incorporate
the Cal{fornla DeParFment Of Fish and Game designated critical habitat, federally protected wetlands, the protection of sensitive natural
or US Fish and Wildlife Service. communities and riparian habitats, designated open space or protected wildlife habitat, local

policies and tree preservation ordinances, applicable HCPs and NCCPs, or other related planning
documents into SCAG’s ongoing regional planning efforts, such as web-based planning tools for
local government including CA LOTS, and other GIS tools and data services, including, but not
limited to, Map Gallery, GIS library, and GIS applications, and direct technical assistance efforts
and sharing of associated online Training materials. Planning efforts shall be consistent with the
approach outlined in the California Wildlife Action Plan.

SMM BIO-2:  SCAG shall continue to develop a regional conservation strategy in coordination with local

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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jurisdictions and other stakeholders, including the county transportation commissions. The
conservation strategy will build upon existing efforts including those at the sub-regional and local
levels to identify potential priority conservation areas. SCAG shall develop new regional tools, like
the Regional Data Platform and Regional Greenprint to help local jurisdictions identify areas well
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suited for infill and redevelopment as well as critical habitat and natural lands to be preserved,

including natural habitat corridors. SCAG will also collaborate with stakeholders to establish a new

Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP) initiative to preserve habitat.

Project Level Mitigation Measures
PMM BIO-1:  In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA

Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce

substantial adverse effects related to threatened and endangered species. Such measures may

include the following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency:

a) Require project design to avoid occupied habitat, potentially suitable habitat, and designated
critical habitat, wherever practicable and feasible.

b)  Where avoidance is determined to be infeasible, provide conservation measures to fulfill the
requirements of the applicable authorization for incidental take pursuant to Section 7 or 10(a)
of the federal ESA, Section 2081 of the California ESA to support issuance of an incidental take
permit, and/or as identified in local or regional plans. Conservation strategies to protect the
survival and recovery of federally and state-listed endangered and local special status species
may include:

i. Impact minimization strategies
ii. Contribution of in-lieu fees for in-kind conservation and mitigation efforts
iii. Use of in-kind mitigation bank credits
iv. Funding of research and recovery efforts
v. Habitat restoration
vi. Establishment of conservation easements
vii. Permanent dedication of in-kind habitat

c) Design projects to avoid desert native plants protected under the California Desert Native
Plants Act, salvage and relocate desert native plants, and/or pay in lieu fees to support off-site
long-term conservation strategies.

d) Temporary access roads and staging areas will not be located within areas containing sensitive
plants, wildlife species or non-native habitat wherever feasible, so as to avoid or minimize
impacts to these species

e) Develop and implement a Worker Environmental Awareness Program (environmental
education) to inform project workers of their responsibilities to avoid and minimize impacts
on sensitive biological resources.

f)  Retain a qualified botanist to document the presence or absence of special status plants before
project implementation.

g) Appoint a qualified biologist to monitor construction activities that may occur in or adjacent to
occupied sensitive species’ habitat to facilitate avoidance of resources not permitted for
impact.

h)  Appoint a qualified biologist to monitor implementation of mitigation measures.
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Schedule construction activities to avoid sensitive times for biological resources (e.g. steelhead
spawning periods during the winter and spring, nesting bird season) and to avoid the rainy
season when erosion and sediment transport is increased.

Develop an invasive species control plan associated with project construction

If construction occurs during breeding seasons in or adjacent to suitable habitat, include
appropriate sound attenuation measures required for sensitive avian species and other best
management practices appropriate for potential local sensitive wildlife

Conduct pre-construction surveys to delineate occupied sensitive species’ habitat to facilitate
avoidance.

Where projects are determined to be within suitable habitat and may impact listed or sensitive
species that have specific field survey protocols or guidelines outlined by the USFWS, CDFW,
or other local agency, conduct preconstruction surveys that follow applicable protocols and
guidelines and are conducted by qualified and/or certified personnel.

Impact BIO-2:

Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or
US Fish and Wildlife Service.

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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SCAG Mitigation Measures
See SMM BIO-1 and SMM BIO-2.
Project Level Mitigation Measures

See PMM BIO-1.

PMM BIO-2: In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce
substantial adverse effects related to riparian habitats and other sensitive natural communities.
Such measures may include the following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead
Agency:

a)

b)

o)

d)

e)

Consult with the USFWS and NMFS where such state-designated sensitive or riparian habitats
provide potential or occupied habitat for federally listed rare, threatened, and endangered
species afforded protection pursuant to the federal ESA.

Consult with the USFS where such state-designated sensitive or riparian habitats provide
potential or occupied habitat for federally listed rare, threatened, and endangered species
afforded protection pursuant to the federal ESA and any additional species afforded
protection by an adopted Forest Land Management Plan or Resource Management Plan for the
four national forests in the six-county area: Angeles, Cleveland, Los Padres, and San
Bernardino.

Consult with the CDFW where such state-designated sensitive or riparian habitats provide
potential or occupied habitat for state-listed rare, threatened, and endangered species afforded
protection pursuant to the California ESA, or Fully Protected Species afforded protection
pursuant to the State Fish and Game Code.

Consult with the CDFW pursuant to the provisions of Section 1600 of the State Fish and Game
Code as they relate to Lakes and Streambeds.

Consult with the USFWS, USFS, CDFW, and counties and cities in the SCAG region, where
state-designated sensitive or riparian habitats are occupied by birds afforded protection

Significant and
unavoidable
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f)

8)

h)

m)

n)

0)

L)}

)

pursuant to the MBTA during the breeding season.

Consult with the CDFW for state-designated sensitive or riparian habitats where furbearing
mammals, afforded protection pursuant to the provisions of the State Fish and Game Code for
fur-beaming mammals, are actively using the areas in conjunction with breeding activities.

Require project design to avoid sensitive natural communities and riparian habitats, wherever
practicable and feasible.

Where avoidance is determined to be infeasible, develop sufficient conservation measures
through coordination with local agencies and the regulatory agency (i.e., USFWS or CDFW) to
protect sensitive natural communities and riparian habitats and develop appropriate
compensatory mitigation, where required.

Appoint a qualified wetland biologist to monitor construction activities that may occur in or
adjacent to sensitive communities.

Appoint a qualified wetland biologist to monitor implementation of mitigation measures.

Schedule construction activities to avoid sensitive times for biological resources and to avoid
the rainy season when erosion and sediment transport is increased.

When construction activities require stream crossings, schedule work during dry conditions
and use rubber-wheeled vehicles, when feasible. Have a qualified wetland scientist determine
if potential project impacts require a Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration to CDFW
during the planning phase of projects.

Consult with local agencies, jurisdictions, and landowners where such state-designated
sensitive or riparian habitats are afforded protection pursuant an adopted regional
conservation plan.

Install fencing and/or mark sensitive habitat to be avoided during construction activities.

Salvage and stockpile topsoil (the surface material from 6 to 12 inches deep) and perennial
native plants, when recommended by the qualified wetland biologist, for use in restoring
native vegetation to areas of temporary disturbance within the project area. Salvage of soils
containing invasive species, seeds and/or rhizomes will be avoided as identified by the
qualified wetland biologist.

Revegetate with appropriate native vegetation following the completion of construction
activities. as identified by the qualified wetland biologist.

Complete habitat enhancement (e.g., through removal of non-native invasive wetland species
and replacement with more ecologically valuable native species).

Use Best Management Practices (BMPs) at construction sites to minimize erosion and sediment
transport from the area. BMPs include encouraging growth of native vegetation in disturbed
areas, using straw bales or other silt-catching devices, and using settling basins to minimize
soil transport.
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Impact BIO-3:

Have a substantial adverse effect on State or
Federally Protected Wetlands (including but
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal,
etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption or other means.
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SCAG Mitigation Measures

See SMM B10O-1 and SMM BIO-2.
Project Level Mitigation Measures
See PMM B1O-1 and PMM BIO-2.

In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce
substantial adverse effects related to wetlands. Such measures may include the following or other
comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency.

PMM BIO-3:

a)

b)

9)

d)

Require project design to avoid federally protected aquatic resources consistent with the
provisions of Sections 404 and 401 of the CWA, wherever practicable and feasible.

Where the lead agency has identified that a project, or other regionally significant project, has
the potential to impact other wetlands or waters, such as those considered Waters Of the State
of California under the State Wetland Definition and Procedures for Dischargers of Dredged or
Fill Material to Waters of the State , not protected under Section 404 or 401 of the CWA, seek
comparable coverage for these wetlands and waters in consultation with the SWRCB,
applicable RWQCB, and CDFW.

Where avoidance is determined to be infeasible, develop sufficient conservation measures to
fulfill the requirements of the applicable authorization for impacts to federal and state
protected aquatic resource to support issuance of a permit under Section 404 of the CWA as
administered by the USACE. The use of an authorized Nationwide Permit or issuance of an
individual permit requires the project applicant to demonstrate compliance with the USACE'’s
Final Compensatory Mitigation Rule. The USACE reviews projects to ensure environmental
impacts to aquatic resources are avoided or minimized as much as possible. Consistent with the
administration’s performance standard of “no net loss of wetlands” a USACE permit may
require a project proponent to restore, establish, enhance or preserve other aquatic resources in
order to replace those affected by the proposed project. This compensatory mitigation process
seeks to replace the loss of existing aquatic resource functions and area. Project proponents
required to complete mitigation are encouraged to use a watershed approach and watershed
planning information. The new rule establishes performance standards, sets timeframes for
decision making, and to the extent possible, establishes equivalent requirements and standards
for the three sources of compensatory mitigation:

—  Permittee-responsible mitigation

—  Contribution of in-kind in-lieu fees

—  Use of in-kind mitigation bank credits

—  Where avoidance is determined to be infeasible and

Where avoidance is determined to be infeasible and proposed projects’ impacts exceed an
existing Nationwide Permit (NWP) and/or California SWRCB-certified NWP, the lead agency
should provide USACE and SWRCB (where applicable) an alternative analysis consistent with
the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternatives in this order of priorities:

Significant and
unavoidable
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—  Avoidance
—  Impact Minimization
—  On-site alternatives
- Off-site alternatives
e) Require review of construction drawings by a certified wetland delineator as part of each
project-specific environmental analysis to determine whether aquatic resources will be affected
and, if necessary, perform formal wetland delineation
Impact BIO-4: Interfere substantially with the movement of | SCAG Mitigation Measures Significant and
any native resident or migratory fish or | gee SMM BIO-1 and SMM BIO-2, SMM AG-1 through SMM AG-4, SMM GHG-1, SMM WF-1. GRS
wildlife species or with established native SMM BIO-3: AG shall d facili h d volici identi d
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or -3:  SCAG shal E':ncourag'e and faci 1ta.te research, progr'ams and policies to identify, Erotect an' 'restore
impede the use of native wildlife nursery natu'ral habitat corridors, e‘spec@lly' wherfe corridors cross cour?ty boun?ia'ne.s. Adc%xtlonally/
sites, continue support for preserving wildlife corridors and wildlife crossings to minimize the impact of
’ transportation projects on wildlife species and habitat fragmentation.
Project Level Mitigation Measures
See PMM BIO-1 through PMM BIO-3.
PMM BIO-4: In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce
substantial adverse effects related to wildlife movement. Such measures may include the following
or other comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency:
a) Consult with the USFS where impacts to migratory wildlife corridors may occur in an area
afforded protection by an adopted Forest Land Management Plan or Resource Management
Plan for the four national forests in the six-County area: Angeles, Cleveland, Los Padres, and
San Bernardino.
b) Consult with counties, cities, and other local organizations when impacts may occur to open
space areas that have been designated as important for wildlife movement related to local
ordinances or conservation plans.
c)  Prohibit construction activities within 500 feet of occupied breeding areas for wildlife afforded
protection pursuant to Title 14 § 460 of the California Code of Regulations protecting fur-
bearing mammals, during the breeding season.
d) Conduct a survey to identify active raptor and other migratory nongame bird nests by a
qualified biologist at least two weeks before the start of construction at project sites from
February 1 through August 31.
e) Prohibit construction activities with 250 feet of occupied nest of birds afforded protection
pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, during the breeding season.
f)  Ensure that suitable nesting sites for migratory nongame native bird species protected under
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and/or trees with unoccupied raptor nests should only be
removed prior to February 1, or following the nesting season.
g) When feasible and practicable, proposed projects will be designed to minimize impacts to
wildlife movement and habitat connectivity and preserve existing and functional wildlife
Impact Sciences, Inc. 2.0-30 Connect SoCal Draft PEIR
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b

n)

0)

pP)

corridors.

Conduct site-specific analyses of opportunities to preserve or improve habitat linkages with
areas on- and off-site.

Long linear projects with the possibility of impacting wildlife movement should analyze
habitat linkages/wildlife movement corridors on a broad scale to avoid critical narrow choke
points that could reduce function of recognized movement corridor.

Require review of construction drawings and habitat connectivity mapping by a qualified
biologist to determine the risk of habitat fragmentation.

Pursue mitigation banking to preserve habitat linkages and corridors (opportunities to
purchase, maintain, and/or restore offsite habitat).

When practicable and feasible design projects to promote wildlife corridor redundancy by
including multiple connections between habitat patches.

Evaluate the potential for installation of overpasses, underpasses, and culverts to create
wildlife crossings in cases where a roadway or other transportation project may interrupt the
flow of species through their habitat. Provide wildlife crossings in accordance with proven
standards, such as FHWA'’s Critter Crossings or Ventura County Mitigation Guidelines and in
consultation with wildlife corridor authorities.

Install wildlife fencing where appropriate to minimize the probability of wildlife injury due to
direct interaction between wildlife and roads or construction.

Where avoidance is determined to be infeasible, design sufficient conservation measures
through coordination with local agencies and the regulatory agency (i.e., USFWS or CDFW)
and in accordance with the respective counties and cities general plans to establish plans to
mitigate for the loss of fish and wildlife movement corridors and/or wildlife nursery sites. The
consideration of conservation measures may include the following measures, in addition to
the measures outlined in MM-BIO-1(b), where applicable:

—  Wildlife movement buffer zones

—  Corridor realignment

—  Appropriately spaced breaks in center barriers

—  Stream rerouting

—  Culverts

—  Creation of artificial movement corridors such as freeway under- or overpasses
—  Other comparable measures

Where the lead agency has identified that a RTP/SCS project, or other regionally significant
project, has the potential to impact other open space or nursery site areas, seek comparable
coverage for these areas in consultation with the USFWS, CDFW, NMFS, or other local
jurisdictions.
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preservation policy or ordinance.
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SCAG Mitigation Measures

See SMM BIO-1, SMM BIO-2 and SMM BIO-3.
Project Level Mitigation Measures

See PMM BIO-1 through PMM BIO-4.

PMM BIO-5:  In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce
conflicts with local policies and ordinances protecting biological resources . Such measures may
include the following or other comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency.

a)

b)

9)

d)

e)

8)

Consult with the appropriate local agency responsible for the administration of the policy or
ordinance protecting biological resources.

Prioritize retention of trees on-site consistent with local regulations. Provide adequate
protection during the construction period for any trees that are to remain standing, as
recommended by an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) certified arborist.

If specific project area trees are designated as “Protected Trees,” “Landmark Trees,” or
“Heritage Trees,” obtain approval for encroachment or removals through the appropriate
entity, and develop appropriate mitigation measures at that time, to ensure that the trees are
replaced. Mitigation trees shall be locally collected native species, as directed by a qualified
biologist.

Appoint an ISA certified arborist to monitor construction activities that may occur in areas
with trees are designated as “Protected Trees,” “Landmark Trees,” or “Heritage Trees,” to
facilitate avoidance of resources not permitted for impact. Before the start of any clearing,
excavation, construction or other work on the site, securely fence off every protected tree
deemed to be potentially endangered by said site work. Keep such fences in place for duration
of all such work. Clearly mark all trees to be removed.

Establish a scheme for the removal and disposal of logs, brush, earth and other debris that will
avoid injury to any protected tree. Where proposed development or other site work could
encroach upon the protected perimeter of any protected tree, incorporate special measures to
allow the roots to breathe and obtain water and nutrients. Minimize any excavation, cutting,
filing, or compaction of the existing ground surface within the protected perimeter. Require
that no change in existing ground level occur from the base of any protected tree at any time.
Require that no burning or use of equipment with an open flame occur near or within the
protected perimeter of any protected tree.

Require that no storage or dumping of oil, gas, chemicals, or other substances that may be
harmful to trees occur from the base of any protected trees, or any other location on the site
from which such substances might enter the protected perimeter. Require that no heavy
construction equipment or construction materials be operated or stored within a distance from
the base of any protected trees. Require that wires, ropes, or other devices not be attached to
any protected tree, except as needed for support of the tree. Require that no sign, other than a
tag showing the botanical classification, be attached to any protected tree.

Thoroughly spray the leaves of protected trees with water periodically during construction to

Significant and
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h)

prevent buildup of dust and other pollution that would inhibit leaf transpiration, as directed
by the certified arborist.

If any damage to a protected tree should occur during or as a result of work on the site, the
appropriate local agency will be immediately notified of such damage. If, such tree cannot be
preserved in a healthy state, as determined by the certified arborist, require replacement of
any tree removed with another tree or trees on the same site deemed adequate by the local
agency to compensate for the loss of the tree that is removed. Remove all debris created as a
result of any tree removal work from the property within two weeks of debris creation, and
such debris shall be properly disposed of in accordance with all applicable laws, ordinances,
and regulations. Design projects to avoid conflicts with local policies and ordinances
protecting biological resources

Where avoidance is determined to be infeasible, sufficient conservation measures to fulfill the
requirements of the applicable policy or ordinance shall be developed, such as to support
issuance of a tree removal permit. The consideration of conservation measures may include:

—  Avoidance strategies

—  Contribution of in-lieu fees

—  Planting of replacement trees

—  Re-landscaping areas with native vegetation post-construction

—  Other comparable measures developed in consultation with local agency and certified
arborist.

Impact BIO-6:

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan.

Impact Sciences, Inc.
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SCAG Mitigation Measures

SMM BIO-1, SMM BIO-2 and SMM BIO-3.
Project Level Mitigation Measures

See PMM BIO-1 through PMM BIO-5.

In accordance with provisions of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(1)(B) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce
substantial adverse effects on HCPs and NCCPs. Such measures may include the following or other
comparable measures identified by the Lead Agency:

PMM BI0O-6:

a)
b)

9)

Consult with the appropriate federal, state, and/or local agency responsible for the
administrati